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Joy of Christ Lutheran Church 
Ascension of Our Lord 

May 24, 2020 
MUSIC PRELUDE 
WORDS OF WELCOME 
GATHERING PRAISE SONG 
      LORD, I LIFT YOUR NAME ON HIGH  PURPLE BOOK #90 
  
 

   Lord, I lift your name on high, Lord, I love to sing your praises. 
   I’m so glad you’re in my life, I’m so glad you came to save us. 
   You came from heaven to earth to show the way, 
   from the earth to the cross, my debt to pay; 
   from the cross to the grave, from the grave to the sky; 
   Lord, I lift your name on high. 
    

 

CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS        
Blessed be the holy Trinity, ☩ one God, who is present, who gives life, 
who calls into existence the things that do not exist. Amen. 
 

If you were to keep watch over sins, O Lord, who could stand? 
Yet with you is forgiveness, and so we confess. 
 

Gracious God, 
Have mercy on us. 
We confess that we have turned away from you, knowingly and unknowingly. 
We have wandered from your resurrection life. We have strayed from your love for all 
people. Turn us back to you, O God. Give us new hearts and right spirits, 
that we may find what is pleasing to you and dwell in your house forever. Amen. 
 

Silence is kept for reflection. 
 

Receive good news: God turns to you in love. “I will put my spirit in you, and you shall live,” 
says our God. All your sin is forgiven in the name of ☩ Jesus Christ, 
who is the free and abounding gift of God’s grace for you. Amen. 
 

GREETING:  May the Grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the Love of God and the Communion of 
the Holy Spirit be with you all.  
Response: And also with you. 
 

CANTICLE OF PRAISE   This is the Feast   RED BOOK #149 
  

 P: This is the feast of victory for our God.  Alleluia. 
 

 C: Worthy is Christ, the Lamb who was slain, 
  whose blood set us free to be people of God. 
  Power and riches and wisdom and strength, 
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  and honor and blessing and glory are his. 
  

  This is the feast of victory for our God. Alleluia. 
 

  Sing with all the people of God 
  and join in the hymn of all creation: 
  Blessing and honor and glory and might 
  be to God and the Lamb forever. Amen. 
 

  This is the feast of victory for our God, 
  for the Lamb who was slain has begun his reign. 
  Alleluia. Alleluia. 

All rights reserved. Reprinted under Augsburg Fortress.  #13991 
 

PRAYER OF THE DAY 
Almighty God, your only Son was taken into the heavens and in your presence intercedes 
for us. Receive us and our prayers for all the world, and in the end bring everything into 
your glory, through Jesus Christ, our Sovereign and Lord, who lives and reigns with you 
and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen. 
 

LESSONS 
 

FIRST READING: Acts 1:1-11          
A reading from Acts. 
 

Luke writes: 1In the first book, Theophilus, I wrote about all that Jesus did and taught from the 
beginning 2until the day when he was taken up to heaven, after giving instructions through the 
Holy Spirit to the apostles whom he had chosen. 3After his suffering he presented himself alive to 
them by many convincing proofs, appearing to them during forty days and speaking about the 
kingdom of God. 4While staying with them, he ordered them not to leave Jerusalem, but to wait 
there for the promise of the Father. “This,” he said, “is what you have heard from me; 5for John 
baptized with water, but you will be baptized with the Holy Spirit not many days from now.” 
  6So when they had come together, they asked him, “Lord, is this the time when you will 
restore the kingdom to Israel?” 7He replied, “It is not for you to know the times or periods that the 
Father has set by his own authority. 8But you will receive power when the Holy Spirit has come 
upon you; and you will be my witnesses in Jerusalem, in all Judea and Samaria, and to the ends of 
the earth.” 9When he had said this, as they were watching, he was lifted up, and a cloud took him 
out of their sight. 10While he was going and they were gazing up toward heaven, suddenly two 
men in white robes stood by them. 11They said, “Men of Galilee, why do you stand looking up 
toward heaven? This Jesus, who has been taken up from you into heaven, will come in the same 
way as you saw him go into heaven.” 
 

The word of the Lord.    
Thanks be to God. 
 

PSALM: Psalm 47 

 1Clap your hands, all you peoples; 
   shout to God with a joyful sound. 
 2For the LORD Most High is to be feared: 
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   a great king over all the earth, 
 3who subdues the peoples under us, 
   and the nations under our feet; 
 4who chooses our inheritance for us, 
   the pride of Jacob, whom God loves.  
 5God has gone up with a shout, 
   the LORD with the sound of the ram’s horn. 
 6Sing praises to God, sing praises; 
   sing praises to our king, sing praises.  
 7For God is king of all the earth; 
   sing praises with a song. 
 8God reigns over the nations; 
   God is enthroned on high. 
 9The nobles of the peoples have gathered as the people of the God of Abraham. 
   The rulers of the earth belong to God, who is highly exalted.  
 

SECOND READING: Ephesians 1:15-23          
A reading from Ephesians. 
 
15I have heard of your faith in the Lord Jesus and your love toward all the saints, and for this 
reason 16I do not cease to give thanks for you as I remember you in my prayers. 17I pray that the 
God of our Lord Jesus Christ, the Father of glory, may give you a spirit of wisdom and revelation 
as you come to know him, 18so that, with the eyes of your heart enlightened, you may know what 
is the hope to which he has called you, what are the riches of his glorious inheritance among the 
saints, 19and what is the immeasurable greatness of his power for us who believe, according to the 
working of his great power. 20God put this power to work in Christ when he raised him from the 
dead and seated him at his right hand in the heavenly places, 21far above all rule and authority and 
power and dominion, and above every name that is named, not only in this age but also in the age 
to come. 22And he has put all things under his feet and has made him the head over all things for 
the church, 23which is his body, the fullness of him who fills all in all. 
 

The word of the Lord. 
Thanks be to God. 
 

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION     Halle, Halle, Hallelujah      RED BOOK, #172  
   Halle, halle, hallelujah. Halle, halle, hallelujah.  
   Halle, halle, hallelujah. Hallelujah.  Hallelujah. 

All rights reserved. Reprinted under Augsburg Fortress.  #13991 
  

GOSPEL: Luke 24:44-53                   
Announcement Response: Glory to you, O Lord. 
 

44Jesus said to the eleven and those with them, “These are my words that I spoke to you while I 
was still with you—that everything written about me in the law of Moses, the prophets, and the 
psalms must be fulfilled.”45Then he opened their minds to understand the scriptures, 46and he said 
to them, “Thus it is written, that the Messiah is to suffer and to rise from the dead on the third 
day, 47and that repentance and forgiveness of sins is to be proclaimed in his name to all nations, 
beginning from Jerusalem. 48You are witnesses of these things. 49And see, I am sending upon you 



Bulletin Page 4 
 

what my Father promised; so stay here in the city until you have been clothed with power from on 
high.” 
  50Then he led them out as far as Bethany, and, lifting up his hands, he blessed them. 51While 
he was blessing them, he withdrew from them and was carried up into heaven. 52And they 
worshiped him, and returned to Jerusalem with great joy; 53and they were continually in the 
temple blessing God. 
 

P: The gospel of the Lord. 
Response: Praise to you, O Christ. 
 

CHILDREN’S SERMON 
 

SERMON 
 

HYMN OF THE DAY   YOU SERVANTS OF GOD   RED BOOK #825 
 

You servants of God, your Master proclaim, and publish abroad his wonderful name; 
 the name, all-victorious, of Jesus extol; his kingdom is glorious and rules over all! 
 

 Ascended on high, almighty to save, yet still he is nigh, his presence we have. 
 The great congregation his triumph shall sing, ascribing salvation to Jesus, our king! 
 

 Salvation to God who sits on the throne! Let all cry aloud and honor the Son. 
 The praises of Jesus the angels proclaim, fall down on their faces, and worship the Lamb. 
 

 Then let us adore and give him his right, all glory and pow'r and wisdom and might, 
 all honor and blessing, with angels above, and thanks never ceasing, and infinite love! 
 

Text: Charles Wesley, 1707-1788, alt. 
 

THE APOSTLES’ CREED 
I believe in God, the Father almighty, 

Creator of heaven and earth. 
I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, 

who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 
born of the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
was crucified, died, and was buried; he descended to the dead. 
On the third day he rose again; he ascended into heaven, 
he is seated at the right hand of the Father, 
and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic church, the communion of saints, 
the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen. 

 

PRAYERS OF GOD’S PEOPLE 
After the petition:  Lord, in your mercy,  ... 

 The Congregation responds: … hear our prayer. Amen. 
 

 PEACE 
The peace of the Lord be with you always. 
And also with you.  
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ANNOUNCEMENTS   
 

SPECIAL MUSIC OFFERING:     Kimberly Iese 
 

RESPONSE: Doxology in Hawaiian  
 

   Hoʻonani i ka Makua mau, 
   Ke Keiki me ka ʻUhane nō, 
   Ke Akua mau hoʻomaikaʻi pū, 
   Ko kēia ao, ko kēlā ao. ʻĀmene. 
 

BLESSING OF THE OFFERING: 
Merciful God, 
our ordinary gifts seem small for such a celebration, but you make of them an abundance, just as 
you do with our lives. Feed us again at this table for service in your name, in the strength of the 
risen Christ. Amen. 
 

THE GREAT THANKSGIVING 
DIALOGUE 
 

 The Lord be with you. And also with you. 
 Lift up your hearts.  We lift them to the Lord. 
 Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. It is right to give our thanks and praise. 
 

PREFACE 
It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, 
that we should at all times and in all places 
give thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful God, 
for the glorious resurrection of our Savior Jesus Christ, 
who enthroned forever at your right hand intercedes for us as our great high priest. 
And so, with Mary Magdalene and Peter and all the witnesses of the resurrection, 
with earth and sea and all their creatures, 
and with angels and archangels, cherubim and seraphim, 
we praise your name and join their unending hymn: 
 
SANCTUS   HOLY, HOLY, HOLY   PURPLE BOOK #62 

Holy, holy, holy, my heart, my heart adores you! 
My heart is glad to say the words: you are holy, Lord. 

 
THANKSGIVING AT THE TABLE  
 

THE LORD'S PRAYER (spoken) 
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, 

thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses, 

as we forgive those who trespass against us; 
and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. 
For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever and ever. Amen. 
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LAMB OF GOD     JESUS, LAMB OF GOD   PURPLE BOOK, #76 
   Jesus, Lamb of God, worthy is your name; 
   Jesus, Lamb of God, worthy is your name. 
 

Text and tune © Dayspring Music, LLC. All rights reserved. Reprinted under CCLI #1698408 
  

ADMINISTERING OF THE HOLY COMMUNION 
 

PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION   
Life-giving God, 
you have fed us with your word, and our hearts burn within us. Through this meal you have 
opened us to your presence. Now send us forth to share the gifts of Easter with all in need; 
through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 
 

BLESSING   The Congregation responds: Amen. 
 

SENDING SONG   BLESSED ASSURANCE  RED BOOK #638 
 

 Blessed assurance, Jesus is mine! Oh, what a foretaste of glory divine! 
 Heir of salvation, purchase of God, born of his Spirit, washed in his blood. 
 
REFRAIN 
 This is my story, this is my song, praising my Savior, all the day long: 
 this is my story, this is my song, praising my Savior all the day long. 
 

 Perfect submission, perfect delight, visions of rapture now burst on my sight; 
 angels descending bring from above echoes of mercy, whispers of love.  REFRAIN 
 

 Perfect submission, all is at rest; I in my Savior am happy and blest, 
 watching and waiting, looking above, filled with his goodness, lost in his love.  REFRAIN 
 

Text: Fanny J. Crosby, 1820-1915 
 

DISMISSAL 
Go in peace. Share the good news.   Thanks be to God. 
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