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Joy of Christ Lutheran Church 
The Seventeenth Sunday After Pentecost 

September 27, 2020 
MUSIC PRELUDE 

WORDS OF WELCOME 

GATHERING PRAISE SONG 

  LORD, I LIFT YOUR NAME ON HIGH     PURPLE BOOK #90 

 

 Lord, I lift your name on high, Lord, I love to sing your praises. 

 I’m so glad you’re in my life, I’m so glad you came to save us. 

 You came from heaven to earth to show the way, 

 from the earth to the cross, my debt to pay; 

 from the cross to the grave, from the grave to the sky; 

 Lord, I lift you name on high. 
 

Text & Music: Rick Founds    Text & Music © 1989 Marantha Prasie, Inc., admin. The Copyright Company 
All rights reserved. Reprinted under CCLI #1698408 

 

CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS        

Blessed be the holy Trinity, ☩ one God, 

who creates, redeems, and sustains us and all of creation. 

Amen. 

Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one another. 
 

Silence is kept for reflection 

Faithful God, 

have mercy on us. We confess that we are captive to sin and cannot free ourselves. 

We turn from your loving embrace and go our own ways. 

We pass judgment on one another before examining ourselves. 

We place our own needs before those of our neighbors. 

We keep your gift of salvation to ourselves. 

Make us humble, cast away our transgressions, 

and turn us again to life in you 

through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen. 
 

God hears the cries of all who call out in need, and through his death and resurrection, 

Christ has made us his own. 

Hear the truth that God proclaims: 

Your sins are forgiven in the name of ☩ Jesus Christ.  Led by the Holy Spirit, live in freedom 

and newness to do God’s work in the world.    Amen. 
 

PRAYER OF THE DAY 
God of love, giver of life, you know our frailties and failings. Give us your grace to overcome 

them, keep us from those things that harm us, and guide us in the way of salvation, through Jesus 

Christ, our Savior and Lord.        Response: Amen. 
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LESSONS 
 

FIRST READING:  Ezekiel 18:1-4, 25-32          
A reading from Ezekiel. 
 

1The word of the LORD came to me: 2What do you mean by repeating this proverb concerning the 

land of Israel, “The parents have eaten sour grapes, and the children’s teeth are set on edge”? 3As 

I live, says the Lord GOD, this proverb shall no more be used by you in Israel. 4Know that all lives 

are mine; the life of the parent as well as the life of the child is mine: it is only the person who 

sins that shall die. 

  25Yet you say, “The way of the Lord is unfair.” Hear now, O house of Israel: Is my way 

unfair? Is it not your ways that are unfair? 26When the righteous turn away from their 

righteousness and commit iniquity, they shall die for it; for the iniquity that they have committed 

they shall die. 27Again, when the wicked turn away from the wickedness they have committed and 

do what is lawful and right, they shall save their life. 28Because they considered and turned away 

from all the transgressions that they had committed, they shall surely live; they shall not die. 29Yet 

the house of Israel says, “The way of the Lord is unfair.” O house of Israel, are my ways unfair? 

Is it not your ways that are unfair? 

  30Therefore I will judge you, O house of Israel, all of you according to your ways, says the 

Lord GOD. Repent and turn from all your transgressions; otherwise iniquity will be your ruin. 
31Cast away from you all the transgressions that you have committed against me, and get 

yourselves a new heart and a new spirit! Why will you die, O house of Israel? 32For I have no 

pleasure in the death of anyone, says the Lord GOD. Turn, then, and live. 
 

The word of the Lord.    

Thanks be to God. 
 

PSALM: Psalm 25:1-9 

 1To you, O LORD, 

   I lift up my soul. 

 2My God, I put my trust in you; let me not be put to shame, 

   nor let my enemies triumph over me. 

 3Let none who look to you be put to shame; 

   rather let those be put to shame who are treacherous. 

 4Show me your ways, O LORD, 

   and teach me your paths.  

 5Lead me in your truth and teach me, 

   for you are the God of my salvation; in you have I trusted all the day long. 

 6Remember, O LORD, your compassion and love, 

   for they are from everlasting. 

 7Remember not the sins of my youth and my transgressions; 

   remember me according to your steadfast love and for the sake of your goodness, O LORD. 

 8You are gracious and upright, O LORD; 

   therefore you teach sinners in your way. 

 9You lead the lowly in justice 

   and teach the lowly your way.  
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SECOND READING: Philippians 2:1-13 
A reading from Philippians. 
 

1If then there is any encouragement in Christ, any consolation from love, any sharing in the Spirit, 

any compassion and sympathy, 2make my joy complete: be of the same mind, having the same 

love, being in full accord and of one mind. 3Do nothing from selfish ambition or conceit, but in 

humility regard others as better than yourselves. 4Let each of you look not to your own interests, 

but to the interests of others. 5Let the same mind be in you that was in Christ Jesus, 

 6who, though he was in the form of God, 

  did not regard equality with God 

  as something to be exploited, 

 7but emptied himself, 

  taking the form of a slave, 

  being born in human likeness. 

 And being found in human form, 

  8he humbled himself 

  and became obedient to the point of death— 

  even death on a cross. 

 9Therefore God also highly exalted him 

  and gave him the name 

  that is above every name, 

 10so that at the name of Jesus 

  every knee should bend, 

  in heaven and on earth and under the earth, 

 11and every tongue should confess 

  that Jesus Christ is Lord, 

  to the glory of God the Father. 

  12Therefore, my beloved, just as you have always obeyed me, not only in my presence, but 

much more now in my absence, work out your own salvation with fear and trembling; 13for it is 

God who is at work in you, enabling you both to will and to work for his good pleasure. 
 

The word of the Lord. 

Thanks be to God. 
 

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION     Halle, Halle, Hallelujah      RED BOOK, #172  
   Halle, halle, hallelujah. Halle, halle, hallelujah.  

   Halle, halle, hallelujah. Hallelujah.  Hallelujah. 
All rights reserved. Reprinted under Augsburg Fortress.  #13991 

 

GOSPEL: Matthew 21:23-32                
Announcement Response: Glory to you, O Lord. 
 

23When Jesus entered the temple, the chief priests and the elders of the people came to him as he 

was teaching, and said, “By what authority are you doing these things, and who gave you this 

authority?” 24Jesus said to them, “I will also ask you one question; if you tell me the answer, then 

I will also tell you by what authority I do these things. 25Did the baptism of John come from 

heaven, or was it of human origin?” And they argued with one another, “If we say, ‘From 

heaven,’ he will say to us, ‘Why then did you not believe him?’ 26But if we say, ‘Of human 
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origin,’ we are afraid of the crowd; for all regard John as a prophet.” 27So they answered Jesus, 

“We do not know.” And he said to them, “Neither will I tell you by what authority I am doing 

these things. 

  28“What do you think? A man had two sons; he went to the first and said, ‘Son, go and work in 

the vineyard today.’ 29He answered, ‘I will not’; but later he changed his mind and went. 30The 

father went to the second and said the same; and he answered, ‘I go, sir’; but he did not go. 
31Which of the two did the will of his father?” They said, “The first.” Jesus said to them, “Truly I 

tell you, the tax collectors and the prostitutes are going into the kingdom of God ahead of you. 
32For John came to you in the way of righteousness and you did not believe him, but the tax 

collectors and the prostitutes believed him; and even after you saw it, you did not change your 

minds and believe him.” 
 

P: The gospel of the Lord. 

Response: Praise to you, O Christ. 
 

CHILDREN’S SERMON & BLESSING 
 

SERMON 
 

HYMN OF THE DAY 

 CHANGE MY HEART, OF GOD     RED BOOK, #801     
 

 Change my heart, O God; make it ever true. 

 Change my heart, O God; may I be like you. 

 You are the potter; I am the clay. 

 Mold me and make me; this is what I pray. 

 Change my heart, O God; make it ever true. 

 Change my heart, O God; may I be like you. 
 

Text: Eddie Espinosa, b. 1953 

Text © 1982 Mercy/Vineyard Publishing, admin. Music Services 

All rights reserved. Reprinted under CCLI #1698408 

 

THE APOSTLES’ CREED 
I believe in God, the Father almighty, 

Creator of heaven and earth. 

I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, 

who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 

born of the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, 

was crucified, died, and was buried; he descended to the dead. 

On the third day he rose again; he ascended into heaven, 

he is seated at the right hand of the Father, 

and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic church, the communion of saints, 

the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen. 
 

PRAYERS OF GOD’S PEOPLE 
After the petition:  Lord, in your mercy,  ... 

 The Congregation responds: … hear our prayer.    Amen. 
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 PEACE 
The peace of the Lord be with you always.   Response: And also with you.  
 

ANNOUNCEMENTS   
 

SPECIAL MUSIC OFFERING:      Monnette Forte 
 

RESPONSE: Doxology in Hawaiian  
 

   Hoʻonani i ka Makua mau, 

   Ke Keiki me ka ʻUhane nō, 

   Ke Akua mau hoʻomaikaʻi pū, 

   Ko kēia ao, ko kēlā ao. ʻĀmene. 

 

BLESSING OF THE OFFERING: 

Blessed are you, O God, maker of all things. 

You have set before us these gifts of your good creation. 

Prepare us for your heavenly banquet, 

nourish us with this rich food and drink, 

and send us forth to set tables in the midst of a suffering world, 

through the bread of life, Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. 

 Amen. 
 

THE GREAT THANKSGIVING 

DIALOGUE 
 

 The Lord be with you. And also with you. 

 Lift up your hearts.  We lift them to the Lord. 

 Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. It is right to give our thanks and praise. 
 

PREFACE 
It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, 

that we should at all times and in all places 

give thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful God, 

through our Savior Jesus Christ; who on this day overcame death and the grave,  

and by his glorious resurrection opened to us the way of everlasting life. 

And so, with all the choirs of angels with the church on earth and the hosts of heaven, 

we praise your name and join their unending hymn: 
 

SANCTUS   HOLY, HOLY   PURPLE BOOK #60 

 

   Holy, holy, holy, holy, holy, holy, Lord God Almighty;  

   and we lift our hearts before you as a token of our love,  

    holy, holy, holy, holy. 
 

Text & Music: Jimmy Owens    Text & Music © 1972 Bud John Songs, Inc., admin. EMI Christian Music Publishing 

All rights reserved. Reprinted under CCLI #1698408 
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THANKSGIVING AT THE TABLE  
 

THE LORD'S PRAYER (spoken) 
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, 

thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. 

Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses, 

as we forgive those who trespass against us; 

and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. 

For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, 

forever and ever. Amen. 
 

LAMB OF GOD     JESUS, LAMB OF GOD   PURPLE BOOK, #76 
   Jesus, Lamb of God, worthy is your name; 

   Jesus, Lamb of God, worthy is your name. 
 

Text and tune © Dayspring Music, LLC. All rights reserved. Reprinted under CCLI #1698408 
  

ADMINISTERING OF THE HOLY COMMUNION 
 

PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION   
We give you thanks, gracious God, 

that you have once again fed us with food beyond compare, the body and blood of Christ. 

Lead us from this place, nourished and forgiven, into your beloved vineyard to wipe away the 

tears of all who hunger and thirst, guided by the example of the same Jesus Christ and led by the 

Holy Spirit, now and forever. 

Amen. 
 

BLESSING   The Congregation responds: Amen. 
 

SENDING SONG 

      BE THOU MY VISION   RED BOOK #793  

 Be thou my vision, O Lord of my heart; naught be all else to me, save that thou art: 

 thou my best thought both by day and by night, waking or sleeping, thy presence my light. 
 

 Be thou my wisdom, and thou my true word; I ever with thee and thou with me, Lord. 

 Thou my soul's shelter, and thou my high tow'r, raise thou me heav'nward,  

 O Pow'r of my pow'r. 
 

 Riches I heed not, nor vain, empty praise, thou mine inheritance, now and always: 

 thou and thou only, the first in my heart, great God of heaven, my treasure thou art. 
 

 Light of my soul, after victory won, may I reach heaven's joys, O heaven's Sun! 

 Heart of my own heart, whatever befall, still be my vision, O Ruler of all. 
 

Text: Irish, 8th cent.; vers. Eleanor H. Hull, 1860-1935, alt.; tr. Mary E. Byrne, 1880-1931 

Music: Irish Traditional 
All rights reserved.  

 

DISMISSAL 
Go in peace. Remember the poor.   Thanks be to God. 
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